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Sunny: High 51, Low 28 


NATION 


Trump 
partly 
denies, 
defends 
remarks 


President Donald 
Trump on Friday 
offered a partial 
denial in public but 
privately defended 
his remarks 
disparaging Haitians 
and African countries 
a day earlier. 
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Associated Press 
The winner plans 
to move out of Port 
Richey, Fla. 


20-year-old 
can retire after 
winning jackpot 
A 20-year-old Florida 
man claimed the 
$451 million Mega 
Millions jackpot on 
Friday, choosing to 
get $282 million 

at once instead 

of more in annual 
installments. 
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BUSINESS 


Legendary oil 
tycoon shutting 


Panel to evaluate Alley ‘environment’ 


Theater board plans workplace review 
amid accusations of abusive culture 


By Susan Carroll, 
Wei-Huan Chen 
and Molly Glentzer 


The board of the Alley 
Theatre announced plans 
Friday to create a special 
committee to evaluate 
“the workplace environ- 


ment” after the Houston 
Chronicle reported that 
more than a dozen current 
and former employees said 
former artistic director 
Gregory Boyd had fostered 
a toxic, abusive culture for 
decades. 

In a 79-word statement, 


the board did not mention 
Boyd by name and did not 
directly address the Chron- 
icle’s report, published 
Friday, which included in- 
terviews with actors and 
actresses who said Boyd 
had screamed obscenities 
at them during rehearsals. 
Two actresses alleged that 
Boyd also touched them in- 
appropriately on their but- 


tocks. 
“During 
this transi- 
tion to new 
artistic 
leadership, 
the Board 
of Direc- 
tors has re- 
newed its commitment to 
providing a dignified and 
respectful workplace,” the 


Boyd 


statement said. “The Board 
has also appointed a spe- 
cial committee to assess the 
workplace environment 
and deliver recommenda- 
tions to ensure the Alley 
Theatre continues to be a 
destination for world-class 
talent.” 

Boyd, 66, did not return 
a reporter’s phone call. 
Complaints continues on A15 


IN SPIRIT OF HIS DREAM, 
THEY SHARE THEIRS | 


Michael Ciaglo / Houston Chronicle 
Gregory-Lincoln Elementary student Tchanori Kone jumps for joy Friday after being announced as 
the winner of the 22nd Annual Gardere MLK Jr. Oratory Competition in Houston. 


his hedge fund 
T. Boone Pickens, 
89, an oil tycoon 

and onetime Texas 
wildcatter, is closing 
his hedge fund, 
saying oil trading has 
lost its luster. Instead 
he wants to invest in 
“personal passions.” 
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DAILY DIGITAL 


Poverty is focus of winning speech in MLK Jr. Oratory Competition 


By Jacob Carpenter 


On the half-hour drive from her 
Sunnyside home to her Fourth 
Ward school each morning, Tcha- 
nori Kone often sees homeless 
people gathered near downtown 
highway overpasses. 

“I wondered why can’t they 
have homes like other people, like 
us,” said Tchanori, a fifth-grader 
at Gregory-Lincoln Education 
Center. “There can be children 
that are homeless and aren’t go- 


ing to school and aren’t getting 
anything to eat.” 

Tchanori’s desire to help the 
people she sees — to give them 
access to better health care and 
education and jobs — became the 
bedrock of her speech Friday at 
the 22nd annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Oratory Competition, 
where she took first place among 
12 finalists. The event features 
fourth- and fifth-grade students 
from across Houston ISD, who de- 
liver memorized speeches of three 


to five minutes, each inspired by 
the words of the civil rights icon. 
The competition is held each 
year at downtown Houston’s An- 
tioch Missionary Baptist Church, 
which was founded in 1866 by 
emancipated slaves and became 
the city’s first African-American 
Baptist church. With several hun- 
dred people crowded into church 
pews, including Superintendent 
Richard Carranza and school 
board trustees Diana Davila and 
Speeches continues on A15 


Texas 
map flap 
heading 
to high 
court 


Decision could 
have long-term 
repercussions for 
state and nation 


By Andrea Zelinski 
and Kevin Diaz 


AUSTIN — Texas’ dis- 
puted U.S. and state House 
maps will come under an 
election-year review by 
the U.S. Supreme Court in 
a nationally-followed case 
that alleges racial discrimi- 
nation by the state Legisla- 
ture. 

The justices agreed Fri- 
day to review a lower-court 
ruling that took issue witha 
pair of U.S. House districts 
and several state House dis- 
tricts. 

The Republican-drawn 
maps — hotly disputed by 
Democrats — have mud- 
dled through the courts for 
three election cycles amid 
challenges that several of 
the districts were drawn 
in a way that diluted voting 
power for Latino and Afri- 
can-American voters. 

“They didn’t just cheat to 
get an edge in a silly game, 
they silenced the voices mi- 
norities at the ballot box,” 
said Texas Democratic 
Party Chair Gilberto Hino- 
josa, who said the maps are 
an example of Republicans 

Supreme continues on A15 


Mark Mulligan / Chronicle 


Porn actress reportedly paid 
to stay silent about Trump 


President’s 
lawyer issues 
denial of report 


says innovation 


By Andrew Dansby 


is key to keeping 
orchestra relevant 


Marathoners cross By Megan Twohey 
Memorial Drive at and Jim Rutenberg 
sunrise last year. NEW YORK TIMES 

What you need A lawyer for President 
to know about Donald Trump orches- 
the marathon trated a $130,000 payment 


Do you plan to get 
up early Sunday to 
watch the Houston 
Marathon? See a 
map of the course, 
the best places to 
watch the runners 
and street closures 
to avoid. Page A2 


to a pornographic-film 
actress in October 2016 
to prevent her from go- 
ing public with claims of 
a consensual sexual en- 
counter with Trump, the 
Wall Street Journal re- 
ported Friday. 

The reported payment 
came shortly before the 


Adult film actress Stephanie Clifford, 38, goes by the 
stage name Stormy Daniels on the screen. 


presidential election and 
as the actress, Stephanie 
Clifford, 38, was discuss- 
ing sharing her account 
with ABC’s “Good Morn- 


Associated Press file 


ing America” and the 
online magazine Slate, 
according to interviews, 
notes and text messages 
Actress continues on A13 


While watching the 
Houston Symphony per- 
form Brahms on Thursday 
night, the organization’s 
next CEO noticed the fa- 
miliar blue illumination of 
acellphone. 

Friday afternoon John 
Mangum was introduced 
as the symphony’s next 
executive director and 
CEO about 18 hours after 
a concertgoer next to him 


New CEO seeks to lead 
symphony with verve 


California native 


felt the need to document 
the performance, which 
didn’t sit well with any of 
his neighbors. 
Man- 
gum, 43, 
replaces 
Mark C. 
Hanson, 
who de- 
parted last 
summer to 
work with 
the San 
Francisco Symphony. 
Like those sitting near- 
by, Mangum recognizes 
such 21st-century concert 
practices are disruptive 
to the experience. But 
unlike the most irate of 
Mangum continues on A13 


Mangum 
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